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youth in hotels in practically every town in Europe.
He came in contact with nature for the first time
in Finland. In the early stages of our acquaintance
he was very much surprised by the great benefits I
was able to draw from my communing with nature.
Later he understood me better, although with his
very intellectual, reflective attitude he could never
surrender unreservedly to natural impressions.

" We were on intimate terms from the first.   In
spite of his being a teacher and I a pupil, we met
almost daily.   Besides, I was not his pupil, as
lessons in piano playing did not form part of my
curriculum at the musical  academy;   we  were
drawn together by our common musical interests in
general.   Our usual meeting place was Ericson's
cafe, very popular at that time, where Armas
Jarnefelt,  my future brother-in-law,  and Adolf
Paul, both of them Busoni's pupils, also used to
turn  up  regularly.   When   Busoni  was  in  the
humour for it, and that happened pretty often, he
invited the three of us to supper at  Kamp's.
His was a generous nature, cordial and impulsive.
He played a good deal to us during our meetings,
either the works of his favourite composers or
improvisations of his own.   He encouraged us,
too,  to  improvise to him, and  I  readily  took
advantage of his indulgence to defects in my skill
on the piano.    When there was no music Busoni
kept up our spirits by relating his experiences in
various countries, described with infectious anima-
tion   and   interlarded   with   excellent   character